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and the drain in the shape of pensions given to men who have not
made India their home, bad as is the drain in the shape of home
charges1, nothing had so emasculated the nation as its enforced
idleness by the deprivation of cloth manufacture. This disappearan-
ce of the second large source of revenue to India had driven
thousands of women to a life of shame and degradation. It has
unfitted us to resist the ravages of famine and disease. And so we
have in India the unparalleled phenomenon of many millions of
men who are undergoing semi-starvation but who are as cultured
as any on the face of the earth living in almost perpetual bondage
under one lakh of Englishmen. If your outward sympathy is an
expression of the inner, and if you miss the presence of the Ali
Brothers as I do, you will have no hesitation about discarding
your garments made of foreign yarn and even the most learned
among you taking to the spinning-wheel as a sacrament. Further,
if the outer symbols of your Hinduism are an earnest of your inner
purity, you will get rid of the curse of untouchability. As a
sanatani Hindu I venture to assert that there is no warrant for un-
touchability in Hinduism. I am surprised that it has assumed a
virulent form in this land of Shankara and Ramanuja. I assure you,
you have misread the teachings of these great men if you consider
that they would have regarded the very shadow of a Panchama
brother to be a pollution. I hope, therefore, that you will exor-
cize the demon of untouchability from your midst and embrace the
Panchama as a blood brother. That ours is a movement of self-
purification is apparent from the fact that the drink evil is dis-
appearing from us. I congratulate you on your share in the cam-
paign. I hope that you will put forth greater effort in all direc-
tions and give your full quota to swadeshi, temperance, and un-
touchability.

The Hindu, 22-9-1921
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[September 21,
Mr. Gandhi has replied to another set of questions put to him by Mr. J.
M. Mackenzie, editor of the Indian Daily Telegraph.
[QUESTION] 1 : Do you think that the South African republic deserves
kicking for withholding the one demand which India went to the Imperial
1 Payments made in England for so-called services by Englishmen
2 Released on this date from Lucknow by the Associated Press of India